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SHIBORI SENSEI
By Aja J. Junior

OPENING THE DOOR, Valerie Doran 
Bashaw revisits the era of tie-dye with the 
ancient technique of Shibori. This Japanese 
art form explodes onto cloth when the art-
ist wraps fabric around a pole, binds it with 
string, and lets the dye do the rest.

Valerie’s current use of Shibori tech-
nique did not just fall into her lap; it was 
placed there. While studying at the Kansas 
City Institute of Art, where she earned her 
Bachelor’s of Fine Arts degree in fiber, Valerie 
encountered a woman that would become 
her favorite teacher as well as an inspiration. 
Shigeko Spear introduced Valerie to Shibori. 

Originally from Japan, Shigeko taught her 
students about Shibori and other fine art 
techniques of Japan through a slide collection 
she composed. Fifteen years ago, Shigeko 
died, and Valerie inherited Shigeko’s slide col-
lection. She has used those slides to become 
a sensei of sorts, a teacher of the art form 
to others. 

While pursuing her Master’s in Fine Arts 
in fiber at the University of Michigan at 
Ann Arbor, she began teaching students as 
a graduate assistant. 

Upon completing her master’s, she 
returned to Missouri to continue her art 
and teaching. In addition to her position 
as an artist in residence for the Kansas City 
chapter of Young Audiences, Inc., which 
sends professionals of the arts into Kansas 

City schools to teach topics ranging from 
aboriginal art to papermaking, she creates 
fiber art utilizing resist techniques, which is 
binding cloth and dyeing it. She also designs 
printed silk scarves, where she dyes the 
scarves and stamps metallic pigments.

“Every kind of artist has particular kinds 
of sensitivities,” she says. “Fiber artists are 
passionate about color and texture.”

For the future, Valerie aspires to continue 
her artwork not just for regional art shows 
and fairs, but in commercial buildings like 
hospitals and schools. 

Although she has set her sights on becom-
ing a full-time artist at her studio, Woven 
Wind Fibres Studio at Grandview, the twen-
ty-year teacher hasn’t abandoned her first 
vocation completely as she continues to 
teach summer courses for The Barstow 
School at Kansas City.

 “I try to phase out being a teacher,” she 
says, “but I love it so much that I keep a bit 
around.”

For more information, call 816-838-2368 
or visit www.bestofmissourihands.com/valer-
iedoranbashaw.htm.

TOY 
SOLDIERS 
ON THE 
STRIP

By Clinton Moore

GIANT TWENTY-FOOT-TALL toy sol-
diers stand guard outside the Toy Museum on 
Highway 76 at Branson, also known as The 
Strip. The soldiers were created from a mix-
ture of fiberglass, Bondo, and paint, all put 
together by artist Brian Rance. This Galena, 
Missouri-based artist has been making strange 
objects appear all over Branson for the last 
decade. 

Brian, age sixty, has also created the world 
outside Yakov Smirnoff’s theater, hung the 
moon for magician Kirby VanBurch, and 
built the Oscar statues that stand outside the 
Hollywood Wax Museum. Not only does 
Brian build these eye-catching exterior pieces 
that have changed the landscape of Branson, 
but he also creates props and paints massive 
backdrops for some of Branson’s more popular 
shows, such as The Promise, which retells the 
life of Christ. Over the last twenty years while 
living in southwest Missouri, he has worked 
for such performers as Andy Williams, Todd 
Oliver (who is the ventriloquist for the Branson 
Belle), and Dolly Parton.

Brian has come a long way since graduating 
from Cornerhall School for boys in England. 
He studied art in Yorkshire and Watford, then 
worked for a London newspaper in the adver-
tising department.

As a young man, he created a series of paint-
ings called The Falcons, which still adorn the 
dining room of the prestigious Churchill Hotel 
in London. This began a profitable career in 
the art world, where he has remained in con-
stant demand. His work adds color and class to 
establishments all over the globe.

Brian’s journey and eventual residence 

From left: This mixed media collage is made 
of  natural materials, such as bamboo, mica, 
and feathers. This resist-dyed silk scarf  was 
made by binding the silk then dyeing it. CO
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